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Fermnism and low it engages questions of identity, differemce,

sexcuality, agency, and commmunty will he explored, The focus of the course will he om practical
discussiion of how feminist theorizing can inform day-1o-day challenges of livimg with what
postmadernismm calls The current crisis of regresen laton®,

Conrse Chhjectivis:

The conrse will invoduce stdents o the basic concepts, theories snd major

debates within femunisme Through elass leciures, projects amd discussion, students will have an
oppartunity to explore Lhe shaved and diverse aspects of women's expenicnoes. The prinnry foces
of the course surraunds issues of gender as a social, euliuea] and political constreet and how this
inlerzects with race, ¢lass, sexuality and other social constructs that influsnce women's lives.
Students will also see how Women's Studies as a0 peidemic discipline challenges the methods,
theories und knowledpe of traditionnl disciplines.

1t 38 hoped you will find this course interesting, clallenging aml fim, As we explore cyrrent issues
in Women's Studies we will also be developing our seflectunn poed commmmication skitls so thal we
can better express and defend our views on issnes we care abont, Duscission will play a central
role m onr kearming together and Lthe course thevefure required your actve commmitment g
participation. You will be eapected to attend clase vegilarly and o tnke an active part in our
kearning together. You will also be expecied o corme v each class with the readings completed
and be prepared 1o discuss those readings. Lectures will not consist of me highlighting the main
poiats of the readings. [f you do ol attend elags you will miss mulerial that will oot be presented
clsewhere and will probably have & more difficull bme with the assignmenrs and e exains.

Becanza the wsves we will be discussing are complex nnd controversial, there are bound ta e
many dilferént opiniens about them. An ivporant ground mile for the coupse, then, is &
commitiment from all participants 1o belp Widd a respectful leaming emvieonment where we are
comfrtable expressing our vigws st can bewrn from one unother, Y ou are encomaged to keep an
open mitul, allow for the exchange of views, and respect epposing viewpoints. Such an attitude i
critical to maintaining a conducive ewmimg environment,

Oae ol the difficult aspects ol his courde 15 that we will be acknowledging that one of the
mechanisms of structurnl inequatity (whether it % sexism, moism, classism, helerosexism or
ablizm) is that we are all systematically tught musinformation about athers and ourselves, We will
Al be confroniing ow we participate in thig process oursclves, Thus, be wwara that the issaes
confrontet in the course will affect some of us deeply and personally.




Evaluattomn:

Evalwation for this class will be based on rws assgmments amd two exams as follows:

Chuilt Pregect and Fresentation 5%  Ocoober 3
Midterm Exam 23%  Qctober 24
Outrageous Act and Presentation 5% December 5
Final Exun 2% Tha

Examns will consist of a take home project perraimang fo {13 1opics and discassion items fram class, Detailed
instructions about the take home exam will be given to you lster in the term bt exams and al] firects must
be typed and usually doablesspaced ynless indicated otberwise. In the exam and in all projects you st be
siire [0 avoid plagiarism by sbways referencing where you ot infonnation, | am most familiar with APA
format bul you may use uny format you wish as long as i is consistently used. 1 you are not fuilinr with
hew 10 telerence please come and see me. [n the exam and in ihe projects YOAL Mty use and are éngonmaped
i use soarces other than the teathook for this canrse, The library does have un excelleat joumal called
Canadian Woman Studies as well as a really sice collection of books an Women's Smdics. There are nlio
many fine academic and nonacademic resources hrough the NEGS system in the likrary., The exans and
projests are meant to be both scholarly and personal in e sense that i should contain your ewn lewpning
a5 well as indicate an undestanding of course concents and theories, All moterials covered in class,
readings, videos and puest lectures are subject 16 examination.

Detaibed information on the projects will also be prven 1o you later in the term. Exams and projecty ore die
at the beginning of class on the assigned due date. A penaliy of 5% of the grade will be removed for each
day (mot clazs) itis late. Acadernic misconduct and plagiastsn are taken very serlously and are puniilable
in a variety of ways. For more mforsation on siadent viglts, respongibilities, codes of conduct and the
penalties that can he imposed please sec pages 36 1o 40 of the current college calendar. Please be advised
that a lack of planmng on your part will nof constitule an emergency on the instractoss [rait, Fow example,
teaving oll wolk i a project 1o the Last minute and harving o crisis acise will vol et you an extension, Be
aware that you may be asked 1o provide evidence of prior work before an extension s granted alihough
extensions will varely be pranted in liew of the Yate penalty. Bear i inised that marks are fGnal, Thic means
¥ou catmol fewrile an exam or redo an assignment becanse ol a poor wrade and there are no extra
agsignimens you can do bo make up for a poor grade.




A a signaficant part of this cowrse will revolve around discussion you will be expected 10 read the assipned
readings in preparation for the «lass. Some questions yon may want te consider in your preparations, for

class are:

What arc the key issuss wed sumecple in Ui cesdingsT

-What do yon kndw thit you dido’t know before yon read?

-What aspects of the readings did you find challenging or didn"t understand?

-What did you react pasitively/negatively 16" Why do yon think you reacted this way?

-Can youl relale persomally to the suterialf

-Has you thinking or belief system chonged or been chatbenged by what you read?

~How could you use the information in your own lite 1o betier understand sorsell or inireve
yaur life or make anotler wonan s lifs beder?

-Are there any carrent events (Feom newspapers, cinema, magazines, lelevision) that sorike YONT T
relevant or interesting to the topie? (Feel free to bring clippings o class for discuesion,

-ATe here any questions, commenls, crificisms, poems, personil experiences o teastions you had
fo the miterial?

Bach week you will be shunng your ideas with 3 partner/group and discussing enmmonnlties, differences,
andl challenging aspects of the mnterial. Alsa keep in mimd thot some of (he igsnes we will pddeess will be
highly persanal su congider the types of responses you are willing to slare with other people in the ¢lass. [
will be expected that individuals will maintain confidentialily of discussions but yoi do not bave to share
expersences you would mther not disclase. Don't he afraid, however, of earefully exa mining what you
believe and why you believe it '

Conrse Schedule:

Seplember 3

Septerber 12
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Ccteber T7

Ciclaber 24

Chetober 31

Plovemsber 7
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Nate: Asiy changes 1o the course autting will be made in consuliation wilh the studemss during class time,
Should you not be present in clags when such o consultation is madea it ig Your resposesibilily 1o acquire e
changed information. Alse be advised that being unable o meet (e Expectations of reliabiliy, Tespect for
and cooperation with e clasg will ean yiu will be agked o feave the lassroom n the interest of
preserving the leaming opporhmities of oeher Swdents,




