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An introdoctory examination of feminism and how it engages questions of
identity, difference, sexualities, agency, and community., The focus of the
course will be on practical discussion of how feminist theorizing can
mtorm day 1o day challenges of living within what postmodernism calls
"the current crisis of representation.” Special attention will be paid to the
feminine body as a highly contested discursive figuration, and how
rationalistic cultural practices have attempted to produce and circulate
wormsn as a material presence and biological entity,

Crowley, Helen and Susan Himmelwel, (eds.) (1992), Knewine Women:
Feminisim and Knowledse London: Polity Press.

Giroux, Henry (ed.) (1991}, Postmodernism, Feminism, and Cultural
Politics New York: Suny Press

Jacobus, Mary et al (eds.) (1990}, Body/Politics - Women and the
Discourses of Science. New York: Rougledge

These three texts will serve as lhe come for class assignments and
discussions.
Other readings will be provided.

Three critiques (2-3 pages) of selected readings 30%
One ol presentation of a selected reading 10%
Participation  20%

Project  40%




COURSE SCHEDULE:

This course is organized around Four themmes thar will e he readings wpether, Studoots are expected w0 be peepared to offer their uiderstandinpgs of the assigned
readings. Each smdent will be asked to present one article to the class. Depending on the size of our group, generally two articles will be presented each week
Stndents will he reguired W prepare and preseat a peoject focissed on one of the foor themes, Details on this project will be peovided i Week 6

JiI——————=

Week Theme Readings Presenter (THA)
I I Kethinking Ineroshictios o PemibismyPostmodemizam
Boundaries tAn overview of tha field: Flax, Builer, Huchson)
— 2 Gircax (FFCP) “Maodemizm, Fosmodernism, ond Feminism, ,“
Butler “Contingent Founds tions,.." (handour)

3 1 Bodics that Maier Locde (KW) “Ape, raoe, clazs, and pender”.
Trichler (BF) "Pemimsm. Medicine, umld the Meamng of Childbirth®
Butler “Bodies thay bMarer”  (hamsbot )

4 Jaggar (KW "Hurman Biology n Teminise theory...”
Bordo (KW “Arorexda pervos,

BMartin (KW “Femindsm, aiticism ol Foscault”
Spivak “Can the subaltern speak™ (handour)

4 b Holtway (KW} “Gender Difference and the production of subjectivity®,

Drifference Shurlewonh (BF} “Panale Circulation...”

& i Lanpunge and Kellner (PPCP) “Feading Tmuges Criticadly..* _

7 bapmre (KW "Sitting up and ving down.,”
Marin [BEP) "Science and Women's Bodies..”

8 bami (KW] "Multple Medications...™
Bordo (BF) "Reading the Slesder Body, "

i Dioane (BF) “Technophillia: Technology, Representation, and the Feminine®
Pruti (KW “ldentity: skin blood beare®

10 N Poditics of Emoton: Eeller (BFY "Feom Secrets of Life,.."
Complicity/Resistance | Goefrit (PFCF) "Women Dancing Back
Cormigan (PFCF) "The Malking of the By, "

Segal (KW) “Sensual Uncertamey, or why the clitoris is not enoupgh”
Haraway “A Manifesio for Cyvborgs" (handour)

Flax “The End of Innocence” (handour)
hovks “Choosing the Margin as a space of Radical Openness® (handouth

Go What? Mow Whan? Harding (KW “The Insmbility of the snalvtical categories of feminist
thaory”
Ciros (KW “Wlhan s a feminist theosy? "




